
   Newsletter Summer 2008 
 

 

National Flea Week 
We are pleased to be taking part in national flea week 

between19th and 25
th
 May.  

National flea week is a nationwide campaign to encourage cat 

and dog owners to start-and stick to- a regular preventative 

treatment regime and protect their pets, and 

their homes against fleas. Research shows 

that 27% of pet owners still do not regularly 

treat their cats and dogs against fleas. 

Fleas are also the “hosts” for certain life stages in other parasites, 

such as worms. We strongly recommend worming your pet 

regularly with a veterinary licensed product. Flea and worm 

treatments should both be used regularly to keep your pet free of internal and external 

parasites.  

Please call the surgery to book your pet in for a 

free flea check with a 

qualified nurse!! 
 
 

  

Protect your Rabbit from 

flies this summer. 
The start of summer is the time when we start to see rabbits affected by 

blow fly strike. This is a very upsetting condition and 

can be life threatening, but it is also very preventable.  

Blow flies like to lay their eggs in a warm, damp, and 

preferably slightly smelly environment! Unfortunately 

rabbit’s bottoms are a favourite place for them to do 

this! When the eggs hatch out into maggots they need to feed 

immediately, so they start to burrow into the rabbits skin, which is 

obviously painful, and causes serious infection and shock which is 

often fatal.  This can be prevented by making sure you clean your 

rabbits hutch out on a daily basis, using disinfectant safe for small 

animals which can be bought from the surgery, and using highly 

absorbent bedding such as dust free wood shaving. You should also 

check your rabbit’s bottom to make sure it is clean and dry. A product 

called Rear Guard can also be applied to your rabbit, which will discourage the flies 

from laying eggs. Please call the surgery and speak to a qualified nurse for more 

advice.  

  

New Aqua Toys!! 
Now that the weather is getting warmer, it’s a  

good time to take your dog for a swim. We 

have a wide range of Aqua Toys specially 

designed to float on water and to be easily 

retrieved by your dog. These toys are far safer 

for your dog to retrieve than sticks, which can 

cause serious injury to the mouth and throat. 

 Please make sure your dog swims in a safe area with no 

 fast flowing water or sharp rocks.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New dental products available to 

keep your pets breath 

fresh!! 
 

We brush 

our teeth 

twice a day, 

but its hard 

work to do 

the same for 

our pets. We 

have some new products 

available to help. 

Pro Den Plaque Off is a natural 

product. It contains a special type of seaweed which has 

been discovered to have specific beneficial effects for oral 

care. It comes in a granulated form which is easily added to 

food every day. It is thought to affect the ability of plaque 

to “stick” to the surfaces in the mouth and softens hard 

tartar deposits.  One of our nurses has tried this product on 

her own dog and his breath was a lot sweeter after three or 

four weeks!! 

A similar product is now available in a dog-chew form. 

 

 
  

Don’t forget to 

protect your dog 

from kennel cough 

while you’re on 

holiday 
Kennel cough (Bordetella 

bronchiseptica) is a highly 

infectious respiratory disease 

in dogs that is easily spread 

by close contact, coughing or 

sneezing. It is called kennel 

cough because in a boarding 

kennel environment it can 

easily spread from one dog to 

another. A vaccine is 

available for kennel cough 

and can be given at the same 

time as your dog’s booster; it 

involves a small amount of 

liquid vaccine being applied 

up your dog’s nose, which 

will protect your dog from the 

most common strains of 

kennel cough. We would 

recommend your dog has a 

kennel cough vaccine at least 

2 weeks before it goes to 

kennels. It is also important 

all other vaccines are kept up 

to date. Please phone the 

surgery for more details or to 

make an appointment. 

Summer is here so its time to get 

fit!! 
Is your pet carrying extra weight?  

Overweight animals are more prone  

to heart disease, liver disease and  

diabetes. Now the warmer weather is 

 here it’s the ideal time to get out and  

about and exercise your pet more. A  

change of diet may also be necessary.  

If you are unsure of your pet’s weight  

or want to discuss changes in diet and  

exercise then please make an appointment for a free 

weight clinic with a qualified nurse. 
 


