
 

 

 

 

 

 
SHEEP MEETING: 

 

This year’s sheep meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th February at 7.30 for 8pm at the Falcon 

Manor Hotel, Settle and will be on the subject of Bluetongue.  Presentations will discuss the 

signs and symptoms of the disease, how it spreads as well as the use of insecticides and vaccines 

in its control.  Our main speaker will be Alasdair King from Intervet UK who has been actively 

involved in the development of the vaccine which the Government has chosen for use in this 

country.  He will be able to provide up to date information on likely vaccination protocols and 

availability for the coming year.  The evening should be of interest for all livestock farmers.  

Invites will be sent out shortly but if you would like to attend please contact the surgery. 

 

BARREN EWES:  

 

Toxoplasma infection in pregnant ewes can result in a higher proportion than usual of barren 

ewes, reabsorptions, abortions, stillbirths, mummified and weakly live lambs.  In a survey in 

2006, 64% of flocks tested showed evidence of Toxoplasma infection.  With this in mind 

Intervet are running “Barren Ewe Check” up until 31st March 2008, whereby blood samples from 

barren ewes can be processed free of charge for evidence of Toxoplasmosis to see whether the 

disease is present in your flock.  The blood sampling costs are not included in the scheme, but 

this can be done at the surgery to save a visit fee. 

 

PRODUCT NEWS: 

 

Novartis have recently launched “FASIMEC DUOS” , a new fluke and worm drench which 

combines an ivermectin based wormer suitable for dosing ewes around lambing to kill off over 

wintered larvae with a flukicide, which kills both immature and mature flukes.  The product is 

available in 3 pack sizes (.8, 2.2 and 5 litre) and has a dose rate of 2ml per 10kg bodyweight.  

For more information or for a quote please contact Ann or Sarah at the surgery. 

 

LUNGWORM VACCINE (HUSKVAC) FOR CALVES: 

 

There seems to be an increasing problem with lungworm in adult dairy cattle in the Autumn due 

to insufficient immunity.  The ideal remedy to this problem is to vaccinate calves against the 

disease before they are farmed out for their first grazing season.  The current high value of 

heifer replacements makes it even more worthwhile to vaccinate calves.  Calves need to be at 

least 8 weeks old before vaccination and 2 doses of the vaccine are required with at least 4 

weeks between the 2 doses.  The second dose should be given at least 2 weeks prior to 

turnout.  
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