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BLUETONGUE VACCINE 

We still do not know exactly when we are going to move into a protection zone to allow vaccination 

against Bluetongue, but we shall contact everyone who has ordered vaccine as soon as we take delivery.  

Animals can be vaccinated from 1 month of age:  Sheep require 1ml under the skin once only: Cattle 

require 2 doses of 1ml under the skin 3 weeks apart.  In both sheep and cattle the full immunity is built 

up 3 weeks after the final vaccination.  There is no meat or milk withdrawal period.  Intervet 

recommend that in the two week period prior to vaccinating your stock for Bluetongue and also a 

further two week period after the vaccine has been given that no other vaccines should be 

administered to your stock, therefore it is important to bear this in mind when planning Enzootic 

Abortion or Toxoplasma vaccination for sheep (which need to be administered at least 3-4 weeks prior 

to tupping).  Furthermore, injectable wormers or any fluke treatments should not be administered to 

either sheep or cattle within the period 2 weeks before until 2 weeks after Bluetongue vaccination.  

Worm drenches or pour-ons may be given at the same time as the vaccine.  For more advice on the 

vaccine or how to schedule your autumn preventive health care programme please speak to one of the 

farm vets. 

 

TOXOPLASMA VACCINE (TOXOVAX) EARLY ORDERS 

Toxovax is the only vaccine available to protect ewes against Toxoplasma abortion.  The vaccine should 

be administered at least 3 weeks prior to tupping and needs to be ordered on special prescription by us 

from the manufacturers, stating the approximate date that the vaccine will be required.  Once the 

vaccine is delivered to us it needs to be used within approximately 7 days.  In previous years there 

have been supply problems in September and October resulting in many people not receiving the 

vaccine.  If we are able to order the vaccine early, even if you will not require delivery until 

September/October, this should ensure that you receive the vaccine when you want it.  Toxovax can be 

administered at the same time as Enzootic Abortion Vaccines (Enzovax or Mydiavac) and is available in 

20 or 50 dose bottles.  To make sure you receive your vaccine when you want it and to assist the 

manufacturers please either phone the surgery or complete the enclosed order form with your 

requirements ASAP.  Once the Toxovax has been ordered if you need to alter the date of 

administration due to Bluetongue vaccination we are able to contact Intervet to alter the delivery 

date. 

FOOTROT 

In addition to foot bathing, paring, utilizing clean grazing and culling of chronically infected carriers, 

vaccination with FOOTVAX is an important part of any footrot control programme.  As well as 

protecting against the infection Footvax can also help to treat existing footrot.  During the month of 

August there is an extra 10% discount on Footvax available from Schering Plough.  If you are planning 

on vaccinating your flock or even just your tups, August would be a good month to order the vaccine.  

For more information on footrot visit our website on www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk.  

 


