
                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

EQUINE NEWSLETTER OCTOBER / 
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Staff news 
 

Juliette Edmonds is to attend two courses this month. The first one is a two day 
course at Willesley Equine Clinic in Gloucestershire looking at advanced lameness 
investigation and the second is a two day course on Equine clinical pathology, 
discussing advanced investigation into medical conditions.   

 

Equine gastroscopy clinic 
 
The gastroscopy clinic held at the equine clinic on Wednesday 19th September was 
of great interest. Tim Brazil scoped 8 horses as well as giving an informative and 
interesting presentation on equine gastric ulcers. A range of horses were scoped 
such as young stock, horses in training and ex-race horses.  

 
Autumn client talk 

 
Dalehead are holding an autumn client talk at two venues a week apart. One is at 
The Falcon Manor Hotel on  Wednesday 28th November and the other at the 
Hornby Institute on Wednesday 5th December. Both presentations are at 7pm for 
the talk to commence at 7.30pm. Michael Davis B.V.Sc, Cert S.A.O, M.R.C.V.S 
will be talking about first aid for horses followed by Joe Mackinder B.V.Sc, 
M,R.C.V.S  talking about back problems in horses. All are welcome, entrance is 
free of charge and coffee and buffet are provided. Both talks kindly sponsored by Intervet and 
Norbrook. 

 
Repeat Prescriptions 
 
We would like to remind all clients with horses receiving long-term medication that regular 
check ups are required in order for us to issue repeat prescriptions. 
This is so that we can monitor your horse’s condition and to ensure we comply with 
European law and prescription regulations issued by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons (RCVS) which state that medicines can only be prescribed for animals under 
our care! For this to be the case we must have seen the horse within reasonable period 
of time. This means check-ups every 3-6 months depending on the nature of the 
problem, the drug being prescribed and the stability of the disease or condition. 
These check-ups are for the benefit of your horse, allowing us to check that the dose is 
appropriate and to monitor any ill-effects from the medication. We realise this may 
occasionally cause inconvenience but we appreciate your understanding with this matter. 

 

Equine first aid kit 
 
BE PREPARED!! 
We now have an equine first aid kit that is available for clients to buy at the surgery. 
This includes all the essentials you may need when your horse has a minor cut 
or graze. These kits are priced at £45 including vat. There will be a 10% 
discount if paid for at time of purchase. For more information please contact Leanne 
or Kate at the surgery on 01729 823538.  
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Tapeworms 
 
Just a little reminder to everyone about tapeworms!! Tapeworms are usually 
uncommon in horses. They are transferred by unclean stable and pasture 
conditions and through faeces. Tapeworms can live for years inside the stomach 
lining of their host and if allowed to grow in number can cause blockage resulting in 
colic or eventually the death of the animal. Tapeworms can be up to twelve inches 
long, they keep a horse from receiving proper nutrients from food. Most wormers do not treat 
tapeworm and tapeworm eggs can not be seen under a microscope with a worm egg count.  
To test your horse for tapeworm a Tapeworm Antibody test is to be carried out. 
This test measures the level of antibody to a specific tapeworm antigen. Horses 
with significant tapeworm burdens have elevated levels of antibody. The level of 
antibody gives an indication of tapeworm infection intensity. The test results are 
reported with a clear guide to interpretation, low, moderate or high infection 
intensity. A blood sample is required to carry out the test. If you would like any further advice 
or to arrange a test, please contact Leanne at the surgery. 

 
Efficient worming and how to keep worm resistance minimal 
 
How does resistance occur? 
 
For any drug to act, it must first bind to a specific target or receptor on the target organism – like 
a lock and key mechanism. Where resistance develops these receptor of binding sites on the 
parasite become altered so that the drug cannot bind. This means that the drug loses potency. 
 
In any given population of worms, a small number may exhibit a natural ability tolerate a dose of 
wormer. This feature will be passed on to their offspring generation after generation, gradually 
increasing the number of resistant worms in a population. 
 
Here are a few guidelines that can help achieve worm resistance:- 

 
1. Use the correct dose of wormer for the horse’s bodyweight - prior to worming few horses are 

weighed correctly (on a weigh bridge or the use of a weigh tape) and the amount of wormer 
they receive is based on visual interpretation. If worms are exposed to sub-lethal amount of 
wormer they are more likely to become resistant. If you would like your horse weighing at the 
equine clinic on the weigh scales please ring the surgery and book an appointment with 
Leanne. 

 
2. Rotate the type of wormer used each grazing season - if worms are exposed to a different 

drug with a different mode of action it reduces the chance of resistance. Note: some 
wormers use the same drug base so it is important to check which chemical has been used 
or follow the Dalehead worming programme which has been especially complied by the 
equine vets. This is available from the surgery or online at www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk 

 
3. Do not worm more frequent than necessary - the more frequently worms are exposed to a 

wormer, the greater the population of resistant worms become. Due to the process of natural 
selection. The resistant worms will survive with fewer susceptible worms in the population. If 
good pasture management and faecal egg counts are being employed, it may be possible to 
worm even less frequently, which will slow down the accumulation of resistance.  

 
4. Monitor wormer efficiency – faecal egg counts should be used to check the efficiency of the 

wormer and determine the re-treatment interval. They should be used over 
the summer when the majority of parasites are adult and producing eggs. In 
winter they are off little benefit, as they do not detect inhabited larvae. 

 

 
 

 


